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TRIBUTE TO AL HODGE

e Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President,
today I am honored to recognize in the
RECORD Albert M. Hodge, Jr., of Rome,
GA.

Al Hodge is an economic develop-
ment leader whom I have known for
more than three decades, dating back
to his work as chief executive officer of
the Charleston Metro Chamber of Com-
merce in South Carolina in the 1980s.
We have worked together in business,
when I was in the State legislature and
chairman of the State board of edu-
cation, and still today in our current
roles.

Al is a fellow University of Georgia
bulldog, who led the Charleston cham-
ber for 8 years, the Augusta chamber in
Georgia for 8 years, and now the Rome
Floyd Chamber of Commerce in north-
west Georgia for what will be 21 years
when he retires from the chamber busi-
ness this April.

Al is not one to take credit, but his
professional accomplishments tell a lot
of his story not only in these commu-
nities, but also across multiple States
and even internationally.

Al is the current vice chair of the
Japan America Society of Georgia and,
along with me, a member of the Soci-
ety of International Business Fellows.
He graduated from Leadership Georgia
a few years after me, and he has always
remained active with the organization.
Al also served as a member and as vice
chair of the Georgia Board of Edu-
cation and multiple other education-fo-
cused boards. He is a past chairman
and a current board member of the
Georgia Department of Community Af-
fairs. Al has also served as chair of
Georgia’s economic development pro-
fessional association, the State’s
chamber of commerce professional as-
sociation, and he has taught economic
development at the U.S. Army War
College, internationally with our alma
mater, and other organizations.

Al is an expert in his field. He under-
stands the countless factors that play
into successful economic development,
he builds coalitions to mount success-
ful campaigns, and his work has paid
off time and again.

Rome is a great community, with
many leaders and good friends of mine,
but in large part thanks to Al’s per-
sonal investment of time and energy
into his role, the community has
gained more than $1.2 billion in direct
investments by primary employers and
the creation and retention of over 7,000
new primary jobs, not counting com-
mercial, service, and other jobs, during
his time there.

Al was an instrumental member of
the coalition that built State Mutual
Stadium and brought the Braves orga-
nization’s Class-A ball club to the com-
munity in 2003, the Rome Braves.
Thanks to his leadership, the commu-
nity passed not only the Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax—
SPLOST—but also more of these initia-
tives over the years to benefit the com-
munity’s schools, roads, airport and
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countless other services. Most re-
cently, he guided development of the
Rome Tennis Center at Berry College,
the Nation’s largest single-surface fa-
cility, with 60 courts across 30 acres.

While Al has led the chamber, the
community has seen the location of
major headquarters and manufacturing
investments, including Pirelli Tire
North America, Suzuki Manufacturing
of America, Neaton Auto Products
Manufacturing, and a major Lowe’s
distribution center.

In addition to my visits to Rome and
seeing him in the State, I have spent
time with Al and the Rome chamber at
least once a year in Washington, and I
have spent the last 15 years working
with his daughter as a member of my
staff. Of all his professional accom-
plishments, it is Al’s family, friends,
and colleagues whom he truly cher-
ishes and champions.

Al is a great guy, and I want to wish
Al and his talented wife Cheryl Riner
Hodge—who has been a true partner to
Al, in addition to her own career as an
artist—the very best as he retires from
the chamber. I also look forward to the
Hodges’ continued success in economic
development as they go on to launch
the next phase of their lives and ca-
reers. Many more will benefit from
their continued efforts in this field.e

————
TRIBUTE TO TED AMES

e Mr. KING. Madam President, today I
wish to recognize Mr. Ted Ames, of
Stonington, ME, as he retires from the
board of directors for Maine Center for
Coastal Fisheries, MCCF. Ted has been
a lifelong member of the Maine fishing
community, and his knowledge and ex-
pertise will be missed by the board of
MCCF. Maine fishing communities and
our entire State are proud of Ted’s
work and we wish him all the best in
his retirement.

Ted was Dborn and raised on
Vinalhaven, one of the many vibrant
island communities off the coast of
Maine. Like so many before him, Ted
has the ocean in his blood; he spent
more than three decades as the captain
of two boats, the F/V Mary Elizabeth
and F/V Dorothy M., fishing for ground-
fish, scallops, and lobster. Ted was an
early member of the Stonington Fish-
eries Alliance and then founded and
served on the board of the Penobscot
East Resource Center in Stonington,
which is now the Maine Center for
Coastal Fisheries. Ted also founded and
directed the Zone C Lobster Hatchery
in Stonington. He is the former execu-
tive director of the Maine Gillnetters
Association and a member of the Maine
Marine Resources Committee to Estab-
lish a Lobster Zone Management Plan.

Not only did Ted have a long career
as a fisherman, but he also taught at
the University of Maine and Mt. Desert
Island High School, educating the next
generation about chemistry, bio-
chemistry, and environmental science.
Ted has a M.S. in biochemistry with a
specialty in tissue culture and 6 years
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of research experience; he has won nu-
merous recognitions including the 2005
MacArthur Foundation’s Genius
Award, Monmouth University’s 2007
‘““Champion of the Oceans’” Award, and
was named a visiting coastal studies
scholar at Bowdoin College in 2010. In
2007, he was the Geddes W. Simpson
Distinguished Lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Maine for his work at the inter-
section of science and history.

Ted’s career clearly shows his pas-
sion for ensuring that the tradition of
fishing is preserved for generations to
come. Ted has worked to restore cod,
haddock, and flounder in the eastern
Gulf of Maine, working with the Maine
Department of Marine Resources to
conduct interviews with retired fisher-
men, map historical stock distribu-
tions, and publish a paper that helped
provide the scientific evidence that
would explain the depletion of the fish
in the area.

Ted has served his community and
the State of Maine for many years in
so many ways, and we are lucky to call
him one of our own. While we will miss
Ted’s wisdom, knowledge, and work
ethic at MCCF, we wish him and his
wife Robin Alden nothing but the best
in this new chapter.e

—————

REMEMBERING BARNEY
GOTTSTEIN

o Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
I speak in loving memory of Barney
Gottstein, a patriarch of Alaska’s Jew-
ish community, who passed away on
October 21 at the age of 91. He was bur-
ied in the Anchorage Cemetery on Oc-
tober 22, in accordance with Jewish
burial traditions.

I suspect that my colleagues might
not be aware that Alaska is home to a
thriving Jewish community or that the
origins of that community preceded
statehood by generations. One might
be even more surprised to know that
Barney was not the first generation of
Gottsteins to occupy a leadership role
in prestatehood Alaska, but the second
generation. The Gottstein family is up
to four generations of leadership, with
a fifth—the great-grandchildren—now
in place.

The first generation, Barney’s father,
Jacob B. Gottstein, originally of Des
Moines, IA, came to Anchorage in 1915,
selling cigars and confections out of
the tent city established to construct
the Alaska railroad. Jake, as he was
known, then opened a wholesale gro-
cery and dry goods business, known as
J.B. Gottstein & Co., which made sales
calls by dog sled. You can’t get more
Alaskan than that. Jake passed away
in 1963.

Barney was born in Des Moines in
1925, but soon moved to Anchorage,
population 2,500, where he was raised.
He enlisted in the Army and served in
the Army Air Corps. After the war,
Barney went to the University of
Washington, studying to be an aero-
nautical engineer. That didn’t work
out so well. He was told by a counselor
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